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PURSUANT TO 37 CFR 1.97 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97, Applicants request the Examiner to make of 
record the documents listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 form. Copies of the listed non- 
US. documents are also enclosed. In accordance with MPEP 609, the Examiner is 
requested to initial each document listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 form in the space 
provided, make a copy of the initialed form, and return the copy to Applicants' attorney . 

The documents listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 form came to Applicants' 
attorney's attention as a result of a European Search Report dated November 19, 2004 
(copy enclosed) for the European patent application corresponding to the above U.S. 
application. Copies of the following references cited in the European Search Report are 
enclosed: (1) EP 0 478 461 Al (France-ETAT) April 1, 1992; and (2) FR 2 732 799 A 
(Jean Neuhaus SA) October 1 1, 1996. 
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This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better 
art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed documents are 
material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the documents as prior 
art against any claim in the application and Applicants determine that the cited 
documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, Applicants reserve the 
right to present to the office the relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of 
such documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of 
the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

This paper and the enclosed documents are being submitted in accordance with 37 
CFR 1.97(e)(1); therefore, no fee is believed to be due. 



Respectfully submitted, 

For: Narendra Digamber JOSHI et al. 



By: 




Daniel F. Nesbitt 



Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 33,746 
(513) 229-0383 



Customer Number 3 1 838 



February /0 , 2005 
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